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first ventured to the south. This Agastya, however, is not
the Vedic bard of that name, but probably one of his descend-
ants who, as was the custom In those ancient days, bore the
patronymic of Agastya. This tradition which is connected
with an undoubted physical fact goes to prove the antiquity
of the Aryans of Sapta-Sindhu and of the Rgveda.
But to return to our account of the Deccan in Rgvedic
times. It formed part of a vast southern continent that ex-
tended, as we have seen, from Further India to south-eastern
Africa, and probably as far south as Australia. The stage of
the civilisation of the original human Inhabitants of this vast
continent may well be judged by that of their descendants who
are the present remnants of the race in Africa, South India,
Australia, the islands of the Indian Archipelago, and the
islands scattered in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean*
Most of them are in the same primitive condition of life as
.their progenitors were in, hundreds of thousands of years ago.
The Kolarian and the Dravidian races of the Indian Peninsula
, are allied to the Negroid races of Africa, with such modifica-
tions in their, physical features and characteristics as climate
and different environments have imposed upon them ; and
there can be no dbubt that they were the original inhabitants
,of the lost continent. Of the Kolarlans and the Dravidiansf
It seems that some tribes of the latter made some progress
towards civilisation, which was further advanced by their
having corn$ in contact with the Aryans after a comraunica*
tion had been, effected between Sapta-Sindhu and the Southern
Peninsula by the drying up of the Rijputini Sea. The
Kolarians, on the other hand, except such as came lit contact
with the Aryans on the borders of the Gangetic plains in later
times, have remained in their primitive savage condition. A
brief account of some of the primitive tribes of both the races
will be found interesting here :
" Among the rudest fragments of mankind are the isolated
Andaman islanders In the Bay of Bengal.   The old Arab and